
    

    

                   
                 
            

                
               

                   

              
                

                
                
         

                   
                    

                  
                  

                 
                    

                

       

  

English 9H Honors Summer Reading
	

Dear incoming 9th-grade honors students,
	

You have two assigned books to read over the summer for English 9H (though I hope you will read many, 
many more). These two books are quite different in terms of genre and reading level. While Jacqueline Woodson’s 
2002 novel Hush is written with much simpler vocabulary and sentence structure than T.H. White’s The Sword in 
the Stone, and is very quickly read, it deals realistically with social justice issues that are topical and 
thought-provoking and can be tied in with the ninth-grade curriculum. White’s 1938 fantasy novel, a reimagining 
of the legend of King Arthur, is considerably more demanding and will take you much longer to read, so plan 
accordingly. 

Please also note: it is difficult to find The Sword in the Stone published separately from the other three 
novels that altogether make up The Once and Future King, so it is probably easiest, and very likely cheapest as 
well, to purchase The Once and Future King. However, you are only being assigned the first book in the tetralogy 
(the first book in the series is The Sword in the Stone). More detailed information on each novel and assignments 
are set forth on the second page of this letter. 

I hope you enjoy these books. I also hope that you will seek out many more books than those I’ve 
assigned. The best way to prepare for high school is to read extensively, and there is no one kind of book 
to read. I’ve assigned books that relate nicely to the 9th-grade curriculum, but there is so much more to 
read. The picture at the top of this document is a detail from a June 2022 New York Times book review 
featuring summer reading. The animals remind me of the charm of The Sword in the Stone, but the scene 
is also a reminder that summer is a time to enjoy the outdoors and natural world as much as possible. Get 
away from your screens, find books you love, take walks, go on adventures, enjoy being with your 
families. 

I look forward to meeting you in September! 

Ms. Smith- Yahia 



        

                      
                      
               
                  

                    
                    
                      

                    
                     

                   
               

                      
                
                  
 

             

   

   

                    
                   

   

               

   

   
           

        
                

                
                

             
                

     

The Sword in the Stone by T. H. White (1938)
 

“The Wart did not know what Merlyn was talking about, but he liked him to talk. He did not like the grown-ups who 
talked down to him, but the ones who went on talking in their usual way, leaving him to leap along in their wake 
jumping at meanings, guessing, clutching at known words, and chuckling at complicated jokes as they suddenly 
dawned. He had the glee of the porpoise then, pouring and leaping through strange seas.” (The Sword in the 

Stone) 

This novel is demanding, and the first chapter might be a little bit challenging. As my son observed not long ago, 
“Oh, wow, it throws you into Latin in the first sentence!” In building the medieval world of the novel, the author 
also gives the reader a great deal of detail on castle architecture and the art of falconry. But be patient - the first 
chapter is all of eight pages, and by page 28, Merlyn and his owl Archimedes have appeared, and from there, the 
novel is delightful as the author retells the story of King Arthur’s coming of age and his discovery of his place in 
the world. The Wart in the passage above is the young King Arthur, and his unconventional tutor is Merlyn, who 
plunges him into a series of perspective-shifting animal transformations which begin when Arthur looks into the 
castle moat one hot summer day and says, “I wish I was a fish.” Read persistently and carefully, and I think you’ll 
find that, like the Wart, “jumping at meanings, guessing, clutching at known words, and chuckling at complicated 
jokes as they suddenly dawn,” you, too, will be gleeful like the porpoise and the young Arthur, “leaping through 
strange seas.” 

Please come in prepared with notes that consider the ideas White’s novel suggests about: 
● Education 
● Human society and relationships 
● Leadership 
● The formation of identity 

We will closely examine certain passages in the first few weeks of school, and you will be writing about this novel 
after we’ve spent some time working with it together; but in the first week of school you will have a reading 
quiz. 

Hush by Jaqueline Woodson (2002) 

Different as White’s novel is from Woodson’s, it considers many of the same thematic ideas, including: 
● Education 
● Human society and relationships 
● Leadership 
● The formation of identity. 

Please consider all of these aspects of the novel as you read. 

Written assignment due on the first day of class 
Hush concerns a family - a mother, father and two daughters - that receives witness protection and must relocate 
and change their names. Consider the development of all four characters. What loss of identity does each 
character experience? How does each character cope with the loss of identity? How does the situation reshape 
each character’s sense of identity? On the first day of class, submit a one-to-two page reflection that 
considers: What ideas about identity does the author present in this novel? Support your claim with text 
evidence that considers all four characters. 
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